
Educational Highlights: There are so many experiences I’ve 
had at CofC that have made me a better person and an actual 
philosophic thinker. My ultimate highlight reel includes found-
ing and running Women in Philosophy Club (WiP), which works 
on inclusivity issues in a white straight cisgender male dominat-
ed field. Through WiP, I got to meet Professor Sally Haslanger, 
a renowned female philosopher who works in Epistemology and 
Feminism. I have also enjoyed discussing philosophic issues with 
my fellow students. It has been a treat to be part of  the Philos-
ophy department, which is filled with intellectually rigorous and 
inclusive people. 

Research Focus or Project: The culmination of  my work in 
the Philosophy department has been my Bachelor’s essay. Work-
ing closely with Dr. Sheridan Hough, I developed an Existential framework with which to evaluate human in-
teraction on Facebook. Using the work of  Kierkegaard and Heidegger I investigated whether or not it is possi-
ble for an authentic self  to use Facebook, and if  so what such utilization would look like. I drew primarily from 
Kierkegaard’s The Present Age and Heidegger’s Being and Time and The Question Concerning Technology. Additionally, 
I did an independent study with Dr. Hough my junior year about Existentialist themes in postmodern literature 
and I have written a paper on a Heideggerean account of  aesthetic authenticity as applied to ongoing debates 
about cultural appropriation. This paper was workshopped with Dr. Neufeld in Aesthetics Workgroup and I in-
tend to revise it for conference presentations and/or publication. My ongoing interests in the field deal with Ex-
istentialism, Feminist Philosophy, and Aesthetics. 

Future Plans: I plan to take a gap year before applying for graduate school in Philosophy. Over the year, I hope 
to revise my Heideggerean Aesthetics paper and write a new paper on Existential embodiment and Aesthetics in 
the realm of  bodybuilding. Ultimately, my goal is to become a Professor of  Philosophy, and live happily ever af-
ter with my other half, Beauvoir the cat. 
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